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ANNUAL

REPORT

OF THE

T O W N

O F

F A I R F I E L D ,

FOR THE YEAR ENDING

FEB. 20th, 1879.

FAIRFIELD:

STEVENS BROTHERS, PRINTERS.

ANNUAL

REPORT

OF THE

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD,
FOR THE YEAR ENDING

FEB. 20th, 1879.
ASSESSOR'S DEPARTMENT.
Amount of money raised by the Town, at the annual March
meeting.!)}' taxation, March 4th. 1878 : —
For the support of schools,
$2,500.00
"
support of Free High School,
300.00
"
support of poor,
1,800.00
" Incidental expenses,
2,500.00
." State tax,
4,700.43
u
County tax,
1,300.13
" Paying Town indebtedness.
500.00 —$13,660.56
Valuation of the Town, ascertained
April 1st, 1878: —
Real Estate.
Personal Estate,

$677,105.^0
389,265,00 — $1 ,066.370.09

Assessed $1.13 on $100.00.
755 Polls, at $3.00 each.
"
72 dogs, at
1.00 "
Unpaid highway tax of 1877,

$12,040.98
2.265.00
72.00
214.39

72.00
214.39

$14,601.37
Amount overlaid in assessing,

654.42'
$14,601.37

D E P A R T M E N T OF O V E R S E E R S OF T H E P O O R
Expenses of the poor In Town, not on the Farm: —
$115.00
Paid for support of Wesley Cannon,
114.43
O. McKechnie,
65 00
Frank McKechnie,
49.38
Isaac Green,
15.52
Hoxie,
38.81
Marcia,
46.82
Joseph Whitney,
19.04
Joseph Blubervy,
23.16
Andrew Poolar.
31.91
John Pooler, Jr.,
31.47
George Delware,
17.55
John Poolar,
28.60
John York,
11.28
William A. York,
15.57
Willmont Hussey,
19.99
Eliza Bun-ill.
Aloiizo Brooks,
2.82
Napoleon Phonyea,
24 22
Stragglers,
31.75
'l'allas Daniels,
31.39
Joseph Labbie,
0.15
Fred Fellows,
14.57
Mrs. Brooks.
22.16
Charles Gilblair,
11.85
Simon King.
39.82
Mrs. David Gilblair,
3.71
Levi Vague,
5.45
Poolar,
1.55
6.56
James Dillingham,
2.00
—$847.88
Daniel Butterfield,
E X P E N S E S OF POOR OUT OF TOWN.
•Pd Town Sidney, Mrs. Sarah E. Emery,
$17.50
"
Mercer, Moses Knox and family,
67.61
"
Carmel, II. Lawrence
"
18.92
41
Farmington, B. E. Avery and fam., 66.11
"
Clinton, Warren Lord
159.39
"
Bueksport, W. II. Hubbard,
57.00
"
China. Anna M. York,
30,00
Vassalboro', Sam'l York and fam., 2S.00
"
Farmington, 1875, Freeinont Avery, 10.50
"
Brighton, Reuben York and fam., 17.50
Presque Isle, P. S. Hubbard
25.00
Pd City Portland, expenses Jenny Brooks, 22.00
"
Augusta, Sarah E. Emery, including funeral expenses of same,
214.67
"
China, Wellington York,
3.00

-8732.2G

E X P E N S E S OF POOH ON T H E FARM, TO F E B . 20, 1879.
To amount of stock, provisions, etc., on Farm, Feb.
25, 1878,
$824.00
Pd Geo. A. Buck and wife, for oversight of
Farm,
$200.00
St. Louis Flour Co. for supplies,
105.:;S
S. S. Chapman, swine,
3.66
H. M. Fish, labor on Farm,
6.00
S. ('. Mullin, supplies,
3.65
James Oliver, .-applies,
2.75
Nelson Scheaff. pumps,
8.00
Jones & Rose, supplies,
12.25
E . J. & G. W, Lawrence, lumber,
10.S3
H. C. Burleigh, supplies.
31.88
S. & J. Pratt, supplies.
63.50
F. P . Wing, coffins and paper,
24.61
H. Kelly, supplies
26.92
S. Files,
••
33.96
F. P. Charming & Co.
50.33
John F. Gilford, blacksmithing,
3.51
Allen & Totman. Hardware &c.
16.72
B. B. Bunker, for shoes,
2.35
G. H. Pishou. supplies,
25.55
B y overseer for supplies etc. as per bills,
35.00
S. B. Moor, set cultivator teeth.
2.25
R. Keith, potatoes,
2.33
Warren Webster, use of sled etc.
3.50
Lawrence it Blackwell, supplies,
4.20
Fred Toby, potatoes,
4.80
Ira Hodges, service of bull,
3.00
Wm. Fish, lumber for drag,
1.50
F. P. Charming, grass seed,
2.00 —$090.43
$1,514.43
A M O U N T OF STOCK. P R O V I S I O N S . ETC. ON FARM
F E B . 20, 1879.
$220.00
3 cows. 8120; 1 Horse, 100,
70.00
2 Steers 3 years old,
10 tons hay, 100 03 straw and fodder, 15.09 115.00
25.00
60 bush. oats. 18.00, 3 1-2 bush, peas, 7.00
54.00
15 bush beans, 30 03. 32 bush. Coi n. 24.00
43.00
80 bush, potatoes,40.00 turnips etc. 3.00
29.00
3 swine, 15.00 poultry, 14.00
16.00
22 lbs. tobacco, 11.00, candles. 5.00
49.00
50 gals, pickles. 5.00, 550 lbs. pork, 44.00.
8.50
35 lbs. butter. 7.00 12 lbs. cheese 1.50
13.50
25 lbs. Fish. 1.50 3 bbls. soap 12.00
7 gals, molasses, 3.50 50 gals, vinegar 12.'00 15.50
47.50
3 1-2 bbls. Hour, 23.50, 2 bbls. beef 24.00

250 lbs. hamg 15.00 75 lbs. lard 7.50
22.50
6 bush meal and shorts,
3.00
18 cords wood for market,
40.00
Cash received for cow,
36.50
Shrinkage on stock and provisions etc.
16.00
Expenses of poor on farm,
690.43 — 1514.43
Number of weeks of board on farm,
including overseer and family, 720
Expenses per week, each,
.96
Expense of poor in town not on farm,
S47.86
"
out of town,
732.20
on the farm,
690.43 — 2270.49
Amount raised at last March Meeting,
1800.00
Overdrawn,
470.49 — 2270.49
The Overseers of the poor feel entirely satisfied with the
management of town form by Mr. & Mrs. G. A. Buck. In the
management of the house, they have to deal with the broken
down in body. mind, and means. The duties of the Superintendent and wife are such as none need euvy, and few can
properly manage.
INCIDEN TAL E X P E N S E S OF THE TOWN TO
FEB. 20, 1879.
Pd. J. F. Foy< for services as Selectman,
$183.00
II. C. Burleigh "
"
175.00
Stephen Files
"
175.00
S. S. Brown
" S. S. Committee 58.78
James Plummer "
"
30.00
Augustine Simmons "
46.75
Repairs on highways and bridges
712.75
J. F. Foye for cash paid out
26.63
Stephen Files "
"
37.15
Insane Hospital, for Frost and Iloxie
255.03
for mowing machine
53.00
repairing wagon
25.00
A. K. Clark for office rent
12.00
D. C. Perkins for medical service
12.00
G. H. Colby for printing
17.50
for books stationary postage &e.
21.58
Allen & Totman oil. nails etc for bridge, 17.76
F. J. Robinson medical services,
6.00
E. H. Evans & others for books for
French Children.
40.57
J. W. Channing for Constable services,
4.00
S. S. Chapman services in Ronco case
6.87
S. S. Brown services as moderator and
agent
10.00
E. G. Pratt services as treasurer
30.00
F. E. McFadden services as town clerk
8.30
F. M. Totman services as auditor
5.00— 1969.67

Amount raised March 4th, 1878
"
money unexpended

$2,500.00

COLLECTOR'S DEPARTMENT.
E. O. Howard, collector, Dr.
To balance due on 1872, '73, '74, '75 tax bills,
Cr.
By town treasurer receipts,
50.00
By order for abatements allowed,
123.76
By "
" commission on
1872, '73, '74, '78 bills, 98.00—$271.76
Ansel T. Nye 2d collector, Dr.
To balance on tax bills of 1876,
Cr.
By treasurers receipts,
$354.92
B y receipt to BP. Tozier as
treasurers report, 90.00

530.33
2,500.00

271.76

$1,171.55

By due from A. T. N y e 2d collector. 726.63—$1171.55
Hiram E. Tuck, collector, Dr.
To amount of tax bills committed 1878,
$14,597.07
Cr.
B y county treasurers receipts
1,300.13
B y State
"
"
2,831.59
By town
"
10,422 80
By execution for George Kendall
42.55—$14,597.07
Dr.
E. G. Pratt, treasurer in acct., with the Town of Fairfield,
Feb. 26 "78. Cash in treasury,
$72.85
Note against, S. F. York,
80.00
M. W. Gibbs,
37.32
"
W. Lord,
38.50
Nov. 15,
Cash High Sehool fund,
279.42
" of the Selectmen,
11.20
June 28,
•• B. F. Tukey school Dist. No. 1,
20.26
Aug. 9,
" of the Selectmen,
43.97
Sept. 23,
"
••
7.76
Jan. 16, '79
"
"
9.57
" school fund of the State,
609.32
•• mill tax of the State,
1,144.95
" pension certificates,
24.00
" on tax bills A. T. N y e 2nd.,
801.12
"
H. E. Tuck.
8,536.51
" of Selectmen B. Bunker tax;?
34.92
Feb. 17,
" E. O. Howard, tax bills,
286.08
$12,037.75

Cr.
June 15 '78 By cash paid State pension,
July 6
" "
"
"
Oct. 2
"
"
u
Jan. 8 '79
"
"
Feb. 14
orders turned over to Selectmen,
Feb. 19
"
•'
"
"
" note. S. F. York,
•• •• M.W. Gibbs.
" W. Lord,
" commissions,
cash balance,

6.00
6.00
6.00
6.00
11,088.79
528.66
80.00
37.32
38.50
30.00
210.48
$12,037.75

E X P E N S E OF FREE HIGH SCHOOL.
Dr.
To cost of 5 terms
$498.00
To "
2 ••
now in session
365.00
To balance in the treasury
136.83 —$999.83
Cr.
By the amount due from the State
431.50
By
raised by the town
300.00
By balance in the treasury lagt year
268.33 —$999.83
FINANCIAL STANDING OF THE TOWN.
Dr.
To amount of unpaid orders,
$1,276.61
To
"
due the school districts,
1,097.42
To
unsettled bills estimated
200.00—$2,574.03
Cr.
By amount due on tax bills of 1876,
A. T. Nye 2d Collector, $726.63
By
"
from Oldtown,
172.84
Bv
"
"
" Orono,
12.25
By
"
•• Waterville
135.11
By
"
"
•• Unity,
28.39
By
"
"
Athens,
10.12
By
"
" State High School fund 431.50
11
By
"
in town treasury
210.48
By
"
indebtedness of the town 846.71—$2,574.03
The Selectmen wish to congratulate the inhabitants of the
town, on the large reduction of their indebtedness the two
past municipal years. Although remembering that, "comparisons are odious" yet we feel that a recapitulation of the
financial standing of the town for the past three years will be
interesting to every tax payer, and the promptness of Mr. H.
E. Tuck in collecting aud paying over the taxes has Helped

very much In bringing about these results.
March 1st. 1877, the indebtedness of the town was,
$3,112.25
"
Amount of outstanding orders,
10,067.99
2,037.87
Feb. 25, '78
Indebtedness of the town,
2,600.00
Amount of outstanding orders,
846.71
Feb. 20, '79
Indebtedness of the town,
Within the time w e have paid in interest on
outstanding orders,
$620.00
P d for woodlot,
500.00
T o w n indebtedness,
2,263.55 —$3,385.55
J. F . F O Y E ,
) Selectmen, Assessors, and
H. C. B U R L E I G H . V Overseers of Poor of
STEP HEX FILES, j
Fairlield.
F A I R F I E L D . Feb. 20th, 1879.

This certifies that I have examined the accounts of the
Selectmen of Fairfield and find them correct.
Fairfield, Feb. 20th, 1879.
F. M. TOTMAN, Auditor.

REPORT OF THE S. S. COMMITTEE
OF FAIRFIELD,
For the year ending March 3, 1879.
DIST. NO. 1.
The schools in this district are divided into four grades,—
namely, Primary, Intermediate, Grammar, and High.
Of the primary grade there are two schools, one located in
the South School-house and one in the North School-house.
There are also two schools of the intermediate grade located
like the primaries, one in each school-house in the district. By
this arrangement the scholars of these two grades, comprising
the youngest children, have an opportunity of attending school
near their several places of abode. The other two grades have
each but one school located in the North School-house. There
has been established for each grade a particular course of study,
which the committee have adhered to as nearly as circumstances would allow. As a general rule, it has been much easier to
enforce the established course of study in the schools located
in the North School-house than in those located in the other
house. This arises from the fact that on the part of the
scholars attending school in the latter house there is a serious
irregularity in attendance, while among the others no such
evil exists to any great extent. While there has been a great
improvement in the minds of the parents within the past few
years in regard to the education of their children, we still fear
they are not fully conscious of the importance of this subject,

else tlicy would not suffer their children to be so frequently
absent from school. This is a serious evil affecting not only the
particular ones that stay away from school but demoralizing
the whole school.
The improvement of our schools since the erection of our
new schooMiouse has been gradual; and we venture the assertion that no citizen who has watched their progress during
the past live years, now regrets the expenditure of the money
employed in building that beautiful and commodious structure.
No better school-house can be found in the State, and our
people are justly proud of it. Let them only exercise the
same amount of interest in securing the attendance of their
children at all the terms of school, and our educational system,
will in time, as a natural result, compare favorably with that
of any other town in the state.
The South Primary lias throughout the year been under
the charge of Miss Lucy Wyman. She is a young teacher, and
all the experince she has ever had in teaching has been with
this school. We think she is doing a good work, and we would
recommend her retention in her present place.
Xorth Primary.—Miss
Nellie Clark has been the teacher
during the past year, as she was the year previous. The school
is always crowded, and a lively interest is kept up. She has a
peculiar faculty in imparting instructing to children. As a
result she turns out for the intermediate, bright and intelligent
recruits whenever the committee make a requisition upon her.
She should be retained in the school.
South, Inter mediate.—Miss Julia Eowell, teacher. This
school has been less satisfactory than any other in the district.
The scholars are of a varied character—many of them very irregular in their attendance, and the order in the shool room
has sometimes been quite bad. A more rigid discipline will
have to be adopted here before the desired result can be realized; but the school will never come up to its proper standard
till by some means the scholars are brought and kept in the
school during all the terms. As it is now, classes have multiplied and poor lessons are the rule and good ones the exception. Miss Eowell has worked hard and done her best to ad-

vance her classes, but owing to the peculiar circumstances of
the school, the result has not been what her zeal would seem to
merit.
North Intermediate.—This
school during the year has
been under the charge of its former teacher, Mrs. Page. The
character of the school has been kept up fully to that of the
year previous. It is entirely safe to speak of this school in
terms of the highest commendation. It is always a pleasure to
make a visit to Mrs. Page's school room, and we invite all who
desire a first-class entertainment to make her a call. Her
pupils make 110 failures at recitation, and by w a y of dicipline
w e can say we have never noticed in all our visits for the past
three years a single act on the part of any of her pupils in
conflict with the strictest rules of propriety in the school
room. The progress of her scholars during the past year is all
that could be asked.
We hope she may be retained in her
present position many terms more.
Grammar
School.—Miss
Marcia Witherell has had
charge of this school since its organization two years ago.
She is a first-class teacher. She has had excellent success in
this school, l l c r graduates furnish the. recruits for the High
School, some twenty of whom were admitted to that school
during the past year. We arc fully satisfied with the results
of her labors so far.
High School.—Mr.
S i m m o n s , a member of your committee, w h o was the teacher in this school the previous year,
has had charge of it during the past year, and is now having
his fourth term which will close iir April.
For the other schools in this distiict there have been but
three terms. The first term of this school and also the one
now in operation, were established as terms of the Free High
School. This school during the year has been very profitable, and has fully sustained the g o o d character which it had
previously acquired. Mr. Simmons is an earnest, practical
teacher. He is rapidly building up the character of this school.
We take pleasure in saying we are proud of this school.
During the past t w o years its progress has been such that we
venture the assertion that if now compares favorably with any

other Town High School in the State.
Village schools reported by Brown.
Requirements for admission to the village schools are as
follows: Pupils passing from the Primary to the Intermediate
schools, must pass a thorough examination in Hillard's Third
Reader and Greenleaf's Primary Arithmetic; from the Intermediate to the Grammar School, in Hillard's Fifth Reader,
Warren's Primary Geography, in Kerl's Elementary Grammar
with elements of analysis and parsing, and to Weights and
Measures in Greenleafs Practical Arithmetic; from the
Grammar to the High School, in Hillard's Sixth Reader,
Warren's' Brief Course in Geography, Quackeubos's U. S.
History, Kerl's Common School Grammar with analysis and
parsing, and to Square Root in Greenleaf's Practical Arithmetic. Of course, in all of these examinations pupils must be
well prepared in spelling and penmanship. Pupils that attend
school only one or two terms a year must join classes already
formed, even if such pupils have to be put back in their studies
in order to join classes suitable for them.
The time for the transfer of classes from one school to
another will occur only once a year, and that will always be at
the beginning of the Summer term of each year. No other
time will be allowed for passing from one school to another.
The committee and teachers take great pains to preserve this
system unbroken, and ask the support of all interested in education. in order to carry ont a plan that wrill work to the advantage of the children. Hereafter the school year will be
divided into three terms of twelve weeks each. This will
allow three vacations—one of eight weeks, and two of four
weeks each.
Examinations of all the schools will take place at the close
of each term.
The following course of study has been arranged for the
High School. Certificates of graduation will be awarded to
pupils that shall have completed the course satisfactorily.
FIRST

First Term.—Arithmetic,

YEAR.

English Analysis and Parsing,

Physiology.
SECOND TEKM.—Arithmetic, English Analysis and Parsing, P h y s i o l o g y .
—
THIRD TERM.—Algebra, English Analysis and Parsing,
Philosophy.
SECOND YEAR.
FIRST TERM.—Algebra, English Analysis and Parsing,
Philosophy.
SECOND TERM.—Algebra, Universal History, Physical
Geography.
THRID TERM.—Algebra, Universal History. Physical
Geography.
THIRD YEAR.
FIRST TEEM.—Geometry, United States Constitution,
Natural History.
SECOND TERM.—Geometry, Geology, Natural History.
THIRD TERM.—Trigonometry, Geology, Rhetoric and
E n g l i s h Literature.
FOURTH Y E A R .
FIRST TERM.—Rhetoric and English Literature, Botany,
Political Economy.
SECOND TERM.—Rhetoric and English Literature, Chemistry. Astronomy,
THIRD TERM.—Chemistry, Astronomy, and Outlines of
Mental Philosophy.
Throughout the entire course, all the pupils wilLconstitute
one class in reading and spelling, and will read and spell once
a day. Each student will be required to write a composition
once a week. N o one will be excused from any of these
general exercises. From the first day of the course to the last,
the most important of all school studies (the English language)
will receive more attention than any other branch will have.
Pupils that wish to study the Latin and French languages
are allowed to do so, but these studies do not belong to the
regular course.
D I S T . NO. 2.
SUMMER AND FALL TERMS.—Mary E . Hamilton, teacher.
Miss Hamilton is an energetic and faithful teacher, and she

succeeded in arousing the ambition of her pupils. It is desirable to secure her services for another season, for a frequent
change of teachers is injurious to a school.
WINTER TERM.—James Plummer, teacher. Mr. Plummetis a teacher of Jong and successful experience, and here, a6
usual, his good works were seen. He is highly esteemed for
his fidelity to the interests of his pupils.

Reported by Simmons.
DIST. NO. 3.
SUMMER TERM.—Emma J. Wentworth, teacher. This
school is very backward. The teacher showed hardly enough
enthusiasm in her work, and cousequntly the school appeard
languid. Her scholarship was good enough.
WINTER TEHM.—Eva O. Osborne, teacher. This was a
term marked with improvement. A n e w life seemed to permeate
the school. More sincere workers like Miss Osborne are
needed. The people of a country school district can hardly
afl'ord to breed strife, for its poisonous stench will corrupt the
pupils and ruin the school. A faithful teacher does not
always receive the support of parents that ought to be faithful
to their children's interests.

Reported by Simmons.
DIST. NO. 4.
SUMMER TERM.—Mary- B. Starbird, teacher. This was
a good school. The little ones showed unusual aptness and
proficiency in arithmetic, and the order was excellent.
WINTER TERM.—A. T. Clifford, teacher. The appearance
of the scholars .was very gratifying. Mr. Clifford is a worker.
His school showed that fact. Such men as he ought always
to be employed for our winter schools.

Repmied by Simmons.
DIST. NO. 5.
Taught in summer by Hattie Lawrence. This is a small
school, yet it requires a master to maintain order. We think
this teacher was equal to the task and kept a profitable school.
Winter term was taught by Herbert Taylor, an excellent
scholar, and with experience will make a first-class teacher.

His previous success in this district gave us confidence that
this would be a profitable term.
Our expectations were not
disappointed, and w e think this district has been fortunate the
past year in the selection of their teachers.

Reported by Plummer.
D I S T . NO. 6.
The agents in this district have practiced for some time
employing the same teachers through the year, which we
highly commend. The t w o terms the past year have been
taught by Kate Burleigh of this town.
This was her first attempt at teaching, and her efforts
were crowned with fail- success.
We noticed the fall term
was not so large as the spring term. This ought not to have
been.
Parents are in duty bound to give their children all
the advantges for an education possible, and when these
privileges are within their reach, a vast responsibility rests upon
them if they do not encourage and even urge their children to
improve them.
Prejudices, whims, reports, and even bitter
complaints from their children are not a sufficient excuse for
allowing them to leave school; and only till after a thorough
investigation by the parents, and they are satisfied their
children are receiving more harm than benelit, would it be
justifiable.

Reported by Plummer.
DIST. NO. 7.
SUMMER TERM.—Helen Taylor, teacher. A smart, energetic young lady, carrying the same life, and activity into the
schoolroom that she practiced at home. The advancement in
this school was commendable.
WINTER TERM.—S. Amanda Niles, teacher. Quiet and
orderly in her manners, she secured the same from her pupils.
This was a profitable term. This district is without a schoolhouse. keeping their school in a private house. We hope they
will build a neat, convenient school room the coming year,
as anticipated.

Reported by Plummer.

D I S T . N O . 8.
SUMMER

AND

WINTER

TERMS.—

Barzie

E.

No-well,

teacher. We thought the teacher was successful, especially in
the Summer. She is active in the discharge of her duties.
This school needs a first-class teacher and ought to have one.

Reported by Simmons.
DIST. NO. 9.
SUMMER AND WINTER TERMS.—Mrs. S. C. A t w o o d , teacher.

During the terms Mrs. Atwood had charge of this school the
advancement was very great. It was in a low condition a
year ago. Probably no other school in town can show so
much progress in the same time. Her advent to that school
was a sign of better days for the pupils of Gifford's Corner.
For their sake we hope slic can be kept in the school, for it
needs the life-giving power of her sincere efforts.

Reported by Simmons.
DIST. NO. 10.
SUMMER TERM.—Mary S. Brown, teaclier. This was a
lively term. Miss Brown influenced the pupils to work for
themselves. We regard her as a first-class teacher, courageous
and pleasant.

Reported by Simmons.
FALL TERM.—Phebe Wing, teacher. A large school- of
active children. The teacher was alive.
"Like beget like."
This rule did not fail her. An excllent school. We would recommend her again.

Reported by Plummer.
WINTER TERM.—D. M. Scribner, teacher. We must say
that Mr. Scribner was hardly equal to his task. He appeared
too much like a man interested only in getting his wages. This
school needs an earnest master, and it ought to have one every
winter.

Rqjorted by Simmons.
DIST. NO. 11.
SUMMER TERM.—Carrie L. Rogers, teacher. This teacher
exhibited interest in her work, thoroughness in instructor!, and

lier scholars made good improvement.
WINTER TERM.—Jolm C. F. Powers taught this school
with success. This young teacher was interested iu his school,
imparting life and enthusiasm, and securing the respect and
affection of his scholars, which made the school move along
pleasantly and profitably. Wc seldom find a more interesting
school than this. We find brain power here, which, if
properly developed, will place this school on a very high
grade. We therefore recommend that only the best teachers
be .employed, and that there be union of sentiment on this one
important matter—the educational interests of your children
iu wliich all should be deeply interested.

Reported by Plummer.
DIST. NO. 12.
SUMMER TERM.—Katie
Parker, teacher.
Only two
scholars were in attendance at our first visit.
Average
number only four.
This teacher displayed tact and skill in
the management of her school and the few scholars in attendance made good advancement in their several studies.
THE WINTER TERM was taught by Charles S. Bates, a
t e a c h e r of experience and one that well understands his business. This school is now in session, therefore we cannot report its progress. Cannot this district arrange t h e time of
keeping its summer term so that it will accommodate more of
its scholars?

Reported by Plummer '.
DIST. NO. 13.
This district has had the benefit of three terms during the
past year. Spring and Fall being a much better time for a
s c h o o l than during the hot months of Summer. We consider
this an excellent arrangement. The Spring term was taught
by Clara N o b l e ; the Fall term by Cora Fuller, both teachers
belonging in this town. These teachers managed this school
w i t h ability, and the scholars under their care made marked
improvement.
WINTER TERM.—Elzora Wilson, teacher.
Under her
instruction this school maintained its former high position, and
witli g o o d teachers will soon rank among our best schools in

town.

Reported by Plummer.
DIST. NO. 14.
The school in this district is composed wholly of small
scholars, requiring not so much advanced teaching as skill
and ingenuity in order to keep these young minds profitably
employed. The Summer term was taught by Sarah Blake;
Fall and Winter terms by Olive Ward of this town. The discipline throughout the several terms was mild, yet sufficient for
these, children, the instruction competent, and profitable
results are plainly visible. If teachers would supply themselves with drawing cards, a numeral frame, and other school
aids, ancrendeavor to make the school room more pleasant and
entertaining, they would find—especially iu schools of this
grade—teaching to be less irksome, scholars more interested,
and the benefits derived from such a course, lasting.

Reported by Plummer.
DIST. NO. 15.
School-house in West Watorville.
DIST. NO. 16.
SUMMER TERM.—S. Amanda Nilcs, teacher. This school
is very backward and needs a teacher full of enthusiasm in order
to awaken an interest among the pupils. This teacher succeeded in a good degree, aud taught a profitable term for this
district.
WINTER TERM —Fred II. Clark, teacher. This youngman was determined to suecced and was faithful iu the discharge of his duties. Lacking experience and a tact for the
business, the management of the school was not so profitable
as would have been desirable. The order was good and on the
whole we consider this a medium school.

Reported by Piummcr.
DIST. NO. 17.
Summer and Fall terms taught by Iinbie Iloxie of this
town. This teacher gave entire satisfaction to all in the
district. She is enterprising and knows how to teach a good
school. We noticed that "berrying time" did not reduce the
number of scholars in attendance so much as in former years.
Her scholars were deeply interested in their studies and

each seemed trying to outdo the other. We would recommend
to this district to employ this teacher for another term.
WINTER TERM.—Benj. Taylor, teacher. In early Winter
diphtheria raged iu this neighborhood, causing several deaths
and preventing some from attending school. This term was
small but the result of careful instruction was plainly visible.

Iiqmted

by Primmer.

DIST. NO. 18.
School-house in Norridgewock.
FREE

HIGH

SCHOOLS.

Throe free high schools have been taught the past year, as
follows: At Fairfield, by Augustine Simmons; at Pishon's
Ferry, by James Plummer; at the Centre, by Mrs. S. C.
Atwood. Two are now in session: At Fairfield, Augustine
Simmons, teacher; at Somerset. Clarence M. Mclntire, teacher.
These schools were located where the largest number of pupils
could be accommodated, and have been open to scholars fr»m
all parts of the town.
They have had a great influence "fiv
raising the standard of the common district schools.
Five
schools of this grade can do a good deal of good iu one year.
IN G E N E R A L .
E.ieh district should take great pai.is to elect an agent that
will attend to his business by taking care of the buildings and
by employing a teacher for the welfare of the young and not
simply to please his personal friends. An agent should not
alwftys engage the first teacher that applies.
Every country school-house ought to be banked in the Fall.
Not only economy but also the health of tiie pupils demands
this.
In almost all of the school rooms there is a scarcity of
blackboards, and they are in very bad condition. The success
of the school depends largely upon the frequent use of large
and clear blackboards, for o.i these the pupils can see tfhat is
done. There is a compound that is excellent for blackboards.
The common black paint is not fit, for it is too oily, and will
soon render the board glaze d. D o not be afraid of having
too many blackboards.
In some of the rural schools there is too great a variety of

text-booLs. This will not be allowed another year. Theffi
must be uniformity of text-books in the same school. Parents
ought to understand that their children cannot learn so much
in reciting alone. If each of four scholars of the same advancement uses a different arithmetic or grammar, it will
readily be seen by a man of common sense that the lesson of
each of those pupils will get only one fourth of the teacher's
attention that it would receive if the four iffeed the same kind
of book. During the past year there have been instances of
unmanly and unwomanly conduct toward faithful teachers;
and this has been true not of school children but of full grown
men and women.
It is lamentable that the interests of
children should be harmed by mischief breeders. All true
men and women will close their months when, by using them,
a good many damaging words will be said. The most sacred
thing on God's earth is a school.
In Fairfield there are sixteen districts and two parts of
districts. The fifteenth and eighteenth are the parts. The
fifteenth has its school-house in West Waterville, and its
scholars, fifteen in number, draw their money from this town,
and it is paid to West Waterville. The eighteenth has its
school-house iu Norridgewock. There are no scholars iu this
district.
The committee have I'equested the selectmen not to draw
an order for any teacher's wages until she delivers to the committee her register properly made.
Therefore bills for
teachers' wages must be approved by the committee before an
order is drawn.
All teachers should use unusual efforts to interest pupilsin the study of the English language. We mean reading,
spelling, grammar, and composition. Every teacher ought to
own a Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, and by consulting it
be prepared to pronounce correctly every word in the
lessons—not as he thinks but as he knows. Every child that
can write will hereafter be required to write a short letter, or
composition once a week. This will apply to all schools. The
teacher will be required to correct what the pupil writes. The
coming year the committee will ta'ce special pains to promote
a greater interest in the study of the English language, and
teachers that ask for certificates will be examined thoroughly
in English Grammar and in the pronunciation and spelling
of English words.
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Augustine Simmons. 56 49 50
50
40 37 50 5.00 :
50 5.00 Marcia Witherell.
46 38 50 5.00 497 1,888.60
50 5.00 Mrs. D. M. Page.
53 45 50 4.50
50 4.50 Nellie M. Clark.
34 30 50 4.501
50 4.50 Julia Rowell.
55 41 50 4.50
50 4.50 Lucy Wyman.
James Plummer.
51 42 40 $10. 95
361.00
Eva O. Osborn.
22 19 66 3.00 36
151.00
A. T. Clifford.
22 20 50 8.33 34
129.20
Herbert Taylor.
14
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S. Amanda Niles.
112.40
17 13 60 5.00 23
Barzie E. Nowell.
141.60
21 18 50 5.00 32
Mrs. S. C. Atwood.
304.00
51 40 50 7.50 80
50 4.00 D. M. Scribner.
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J. C. F. Powers.
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16
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3.00 Elzora A. Wilson.
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Fred H. Clark.
167.20
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10 66 5.50 44
33 3.00 Benj. Taylor.
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*No fall school.
tNo winter school.
FREE HIGH SCHOOLS as follows: Two at Fairfield, one at Somerset, one at Pishon's Ferry, one at the Center.
X Salary of Mr. Simmons, $675 for a year of three terms.
JAMES PLUMMER,
I!•sS.
. S.
S. S. BROWN.
S. ICommittee.
3.
AUGUSTINE SIMMONS.
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